Eye and Ear Hospital Research Project Grants
2026 Guidelines
Research Project Grants
[bookmark: _Hlk215576044]The Eye and Ear Hospital invites applications for research project funding for 2026.

Key Dates
11 December 2025	Research Project Grant Program announced 
1 January 2026	Applications open
15 February 2026	Applications close
30 April 2026	Successful applicants announced
1 July 2026	Funding commences after acceptance of award terms and conditions

Purpose
The purpose of the Research Project Grant program is to support research projects across any of the clinical domains and research interests of the hospital which are expected to produce data to enable subsequent submissions to other bodies for larger grants, as well as projects which have clearly defined aims that can be achieved in one year of funding.

Objectives
The objectives of this program are to:
· Encourage research by members of staff seeking to establish and progress their program of research at the Eye and Ear Hospital.
· Provide research funding for projects that are strategically aligned with the Eye and Ear clinical and research priorities.
· Enhance the staff members’ competitiveness in applying for future research grant funding.

Value and duration
· Up to four (4), one year Project Grants, each between $10,000 and $25,000 (excluding GST),
· Funding commences from July 2026, contingent on acceptance of grant terms and conditions, ethics approval, site governance authorisation and is expected to be expended within a year from commencement.

Eligibility
· Applications are open to any health professional (medical, allied health, nursing) working at the Eye and Ear Hospital employed no less than 0.2 full time equivalent or be taking up a position in the coming year no less than 0.2 full time equivalent at the Hospital. It is a requirement that the applicant is a Chief Investigator or Principal Investigator for the project.
· [bookmark: _Hlk215580023]Clinical research must involve the Eye and Ear Hospital as a research site.



Application Process
· Applications open 1 January 2026.
· Applications close 15 February 2026.
· Individuals may submit 1 application only.
· It is recommended that applicants submit early to ensure the application is complete.
· There will be no extensions to the time frame for submission.

Selection criteria
Selection of successful applicants will be via a formal competitive process. All criteria are assessed relative to opportunity including:
· strength of clinical, professional and academic achievements (track record)
· originality and quality of the proposed research and potential significance of the knowledge gained and/or relevance to the priorities at the Eye and Ear Hospital
· demonstrated commitment to a career at the Eye and Ear Hospital
· demonstrated commitment to translating research into practice
· clarity of career goals and synergy with the objectives of the grants.

The process for selection
Applications will be shortlisted by members of a selection panel which includes members of the Eye and Ear Research Committee.
It is anticipated that interviews will be held in March 2026.

Short listed applicants will be interviewed, and successful recipients notified by 30 April 2026.

Reporting Requirements
· Six monthly and annual/final progress reports required.
· Participation in an annual presentation day for grant recipients 

Primary Contacts
Associate Professor Peter Keller	Dr Birinder Giddey
Research Manager	Executive Director, Medical Services
[bookmark: _Hlk215581613]peter.keller@eyeandear.org.au	birinder.giddey@eyeandear.org.au tel: (03) 9929 8348
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